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John S. Adams is Professor Emeritus of Geography, Environment & Society (CLA) and of Planning & Public Affairs (HHH), University of Minnesota, recently serving as senior research associate with the University Metropolitan Consortium (2007-10). He served as Interim Associate Dean of the Humphrey School of Public Affairs (2007-08) after retiring from the Geography Department, College of Liberal Arts, in 2007. Adams was awarded the Fesler-Lampert Chair in Urban & Regional Affairs in 2000. 
In winter 1999 he was visiting professor at Olsztyn University of Agriculture & Technology (Poland).  In 1997 he was visiting professor of geography at Marie Curie-Sklodowska University (Poland). In 1990-91 he was visiting professor of geography and environmental engineering at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, NY, and in 1988 he was Fulbright Professor of Geography, Moscow State University (USSR).  
He served as economic geographer in residence, Department of Economics-Policy Research, Bank of America World Headquarters, San Francisco, while a visiting research fellow at the Institute for Urban and Regional Development, University of California–Berkeley (1980-81).
He taught at the Pennsylvania State University (1966-70), and was visiting professor at the University of Washington (1979). He was Fulbright Professor at the Interdisciplinary Institute for Spatial Organization at the Economic University in Vienna, Austria (1975-76).  He has visited many programs and campuses throughout the USA, Canada, Europe, and states of the former USSR, China, Korea, and Japan, consulting and lecturing.
From 1976 through 1979 he was director of the University of Minnesota School of Public Affairs, and was the first director of the Humphrey School of Public Affairs—the graduate school of public policy, urban and regional planning, and public/nonprofit management at the University of Minnesota, and memorial to former Minneapolis mayor, Minnesota U.S. Senator, and U.S. Vice-President Hubert H. Humphrey.
He directed the Urban Studies Program, College of Liberal Arts, at the University of Minnesota (1974-79), and served as acting director of the Master of Urban and Regional Planning Program (1971-73). 
Adams is a Minnesota native and grew up in Minneapolis. After receiving his B.A. in economics and mathematics from the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul (1960) and M.A, in economics and statistics at the University of Minnesota (1962), he completed his Ph.D. in economic geography at Minnesota (1966). 
He has written, edited, and co-authored articles, books, and reports on the American city, on regional economic development, intra-urban migration, and on housing markets, urban transportation and urban development in the USA and the former USSR.  His courses and seminars included Human Geography; Urban Geography; American Cities--a two-semester course focusing on population analysis, housing demand, land use and transportation, and the metropolitan economy; The Twin Cities of Minneapolis-St. Paul; and Russia and Environs.
Publications include (with R. F. Abler and P. R. Gould) Spatial Organization (Prentice-Hall, 1971); Urban Policy Making and Metropolitan Dynamics (Ballinger, 1976); Contemporary Metropolitan America, 4 vols (Ballinger, 1976); (with R. F. Abler and K. S. Lee) A Comparative Atlas of America's Great Cities (University of Minnesota Press, 1976); Housing America in the 1980s (Russell Sage Foundation, 1987); (with B. J. VanDrasek) Minneapolis-St. Paul: People, Place and Public Life (University of Minnesota Press, 1993); and (with B. J. VanDrasek and L. J. Lambert) The Path of Urban Decline (Center for Urban and Regional Affairs, University of Minnesota, 1995). He has been co-PI for the NSF-sponsored National Historical Geographic Information System (NHGIS) study at the Minnesota Population Center, 2001-14, and continues as research associate with the Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota.  
Adams served as chair of the University’s Geography Department in the College of Liberal Arts (1981-84, 1992-3, 1999-2005), and was coordinator of the Humphrey North-South Fellowship Program (a Fulbright Exchange Activity for mid-career officials from developing countries, administered in the Humphrey School) (1981-87, 1989-90).  In 1983 he concluded a term as president of the Association of American Geographers.  He is currently working on higher education reform in Minnesota, and is past-president of the University of Minnesota Retirees Association.           TEL 612-925-1340               e-mail  adams004@umn.edu 	                                     Fall 2014
