Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs

	Graduate Student Services
	225 Humphrey Center

	MS-STEP Plan B Topic Approval Form


This form is optional (but useful) for MS-STEP Plan B students.  
Submit this form to Graduate Student Services (HHH 225) no later than the beginning of the semester in which you will register for your 3 credits of Plan B.  See Program Planning Worksheet for registration options.  Recommended: PA 8082 (Working Group) or PA 8991 (Independent Study).  Also allowed: PA 8081 (Capstone), in which case this form is not needed.

Name__________________________________ Student ID #___________________________

Faculty Adviser_________________________  Year Entered __________________________

Indicate how you will be completing the 3 credits that are required for your professional paper:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PA 8082: Working Group, 3 cr

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PA 8991: Independent Study, ___ cr

Attach a document that includes the following:
· Brief description and rationale for your paper topic;

· Research strategy (e.g. library research, interviews, data analysis);

· Timeline for completing paper & oral exam (research, preliminary draft, second draft, final draft, oral exam).
Committee chair and members – mandatory make-up of committee
The Plan B committee must consist of three members who have Graduate Faculty status.  Two must be from STEP, and one must be in a related field (must be from your minor, if you have declared a minor).  Your committee chair (i.e., the paper advisor, who may be the same or different from your regular faculty advisor) must hold a Member Advising or Senior Member appointment in the major field and must represent the major field on the examination committee.  Check faculty status at http://www.grad.umn.edu/faculty_rosters/faculty.html
The Graduate School provides specific rules about committee composition at http://www.grad.umn.edu/current_students/Masterscommittee.html
Name (print) of Committee Chair:  ____________________________________

Signature of Committee Chair: ______________________________________

Name (print) of Second Committee Member: _______________________________________

Signature of Second Committee Member: __________________________________________

Name (print) of Third Committee Member: __________________________________

Signature of Third Committee Member: __________________________

