MPA - Choosing Courses (minimum of 14 credits)

This form is for reference purposes only (i.e., it does not have to be submitted)
1.  Below, name 2-3 areas of interest from your background and future goals.

2. Keeping areas of interest in mind, review the concentration sheets at http://www.hhh.umn.edu/students/handbook/forms_byfunction.html
Read how each concentration is defined by the faculty

· Examine courses and how they are grouped

· Notice the faculty affiliated with this concentration

3.  Read about the faculty and fellows that interest you: http://www.hhh.umn.edu/people/faculty_fellows.html 

(click on individual names for even more detailed information about them)

4.  Review 5000 and above Public Affairs course descriptions at

http://onestop2.umn.edu/courses/courses.jsp?designator=PA&submit=Show+the+courses&campus=UMNTC
5.  Remember that you can utilize graduate-level courses from other departments at the University of Minnesota and (more rarely) graduate-level courses from other institutions.

6.  Review the Self-Designed Concentration and Skills” section of your Program Planning Worksheet
· Make course selections that give you the knowledge base and skills that you need and want in your career goals, both current and future

· 2-5 credits should be skills-based.  Hint: these courses usually have a form of an action-word in the title and can answer the question “How do I…?”  Example action words: manage, facilitate, organize, assess, write, analyze, evaluate, plan.  See skills list at http://www.hhh.umn.edu/students/handbook/mpa/skill_courses.html
· 9-12 credits should be knowledge-based.  Hint:  these courses usually name a particular topic and include the theories and research regarding a particular area of academic study.  Examples: National Security Policy, Global Public Policy (no action-words in those titles)
· Consult with your advisor(s)!
