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Name_______________________  Student ID #__________ UM email_________________________

Faculty Advisor____________________________________  Year Entered _____________________

IMPORTANT PROGRAM NOTES





· All courses must be at the level of 5000 or above.

· PA 5011 is NOT allowed for use in this degree program.
· Graduate minors are allowed, but credits toward the minor must be beyond (i.e., in addition to) the 30 credit minimum for the MPA.

Required Courses (16 Credits):

	
	
	# Credits
	Term/Yr taken


	PA 5941
	Leadership for the Common Good (must be taken prior to PA 8001)
	4
	_____________

	
	
	
	

	PA 5038
	Analytics for Leaders I 
	2
	_____________

	
	
	
	

	PA 5039
	Analytics for Leaders II
	2
	_____________

	
	
	
	

	PA 8001
	Transforming Public Policy 

(must complete PA 5941 prior to registering)
	4
	_____________

	
	
	
	

	
	Courses above must be completed prior to taking PA 8081/PA 5080
AND

PA 8081/PA 5080 should both be taken in (or close to) your final semester.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	PA 5080
	Capstone Preparation Workshop

(take the same semester as PA 8081)
	1
	_____________

	
	PLUS
	
	

	PA 8081
	Capstone Workshop 
(offered fall, spring, & summer)
	3
	_____________

	
	
	
	

	
	Subtotal:
	16
	


Remaining Courses (14 Credits):

In consultation with your advisor(s), the remaining 14 credits of the 30-credit minimum requirement will be a self-designed set of courses that provide the knowledge base and skills you need and want to achieve your career goals (both current and future).  [see next page]
Self-Designed Concentration and Skills (14 Credits):

Student Name_________________________________ 

Title of self-designed concentration:

_____________________________________________________________________________

IMPORTANT!
At least 9 credits need to be “knowledge-based.”  These courses usually name a particular topic and include the theories and research regarding a particular area of academic study.  Examples: National Security Policy, Global Public Policy (no action-words in those titles)

At least 2 credits should be “skills-based.”  These courses usually have a form of an action-word in the title and can answer the question “How do I…?”  Example action words: manage, facilitate, organize, assess, write, analyze, evaluate, plan.  See list of skills courses. 
Explanation of Concentration and Skills (minimum total of 14 credits)
Explain the purpose and goals of your purposed self-designed concentration/skills package, providing a cohesive rationale for the selection of the courses.  Example: “In my professional goals I am focusing on policy concerning Nonprofit Leadership and Global Policy.”  Include a brief description of the role that each course will play in fulfilling the goals of your concentration.
Course List
Course #
Title                                                    


Cr
Sem/Year

_______
_______________________________________
____
__________  

_______
_______________________________________
____
__________  

_______
_______________________________________
____
__________  

_______
_______________________________________
____
__________  

_______
_______________________________________
____
__________  

_______
_______________________________________
____
__________  

_______
_______________________________________
____
__________  

_______
_______________________________________
____
__________  





Total Credits (minimum = 14)
____

_______________________________________________________________________

Approved by:
Faculty Adviser





Date

MPA – Tips for Choosing Courses (minimum of 14 credits)

This form is for reference purposes only (i.e., it does not have to be submitted)

1.  Below, name 2-3 areas of interest from your background and future goals.

2. Keeping areas of interest in mind, review the concentration sheets at http://www.hhh.umn.edu/students/handbook/forms_byfunction.html
Read how each concentration is defined by the faculty

· Examine courses and how they are grouped

· Notice the faculty affiliated with this concentration

3.  Read about the faculty and fellows that interest you: http://www.hhh.umn.edu/people/faculty_fellows.html 

(click on individual names for even more detailed information about them)

4.  Review 5000 and above Public Affairs course descriptions at

http://onestop2.umn.edu/courses/courses.jsp?designator=PA&submit=Show+the+courses&campus=UMNTC
5.  Remember that you can utilize graduate-level courses from other departments at the University of Minnesota and (more rarely) graduate-level courses from other institutions.

6.  Review the Self-Designed Concentration and Skills” section of your Program Planning Worksheet

· Make course selections that give you the knowledge base and skills that you need and want in your career goals, both current and future

· 2-5 credits should be skills-based.  Hint: these courses usually have a form of an action-word in the title and can answer the question “How do I…?”  Example action words: manage, facilitate, organize, assess, write, analyze, evaluate, plan.  See skills list at http://www.hhh.umn.edu/students/handbook/mpa/skill_courses.html
· 9-12 credits should be knowledge-based.  Hint:  these courses usually name a particular topic and include the theories and research regarding a particular area of academic study.  Examples: National Security Policy, Global Public Policy (no action-words in those titles)
· Consult with your advisor(s)!
