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Learning objectives

L

To separate myths from facts regarding the
characteristics of immigrants in the United States

= Motives for immigration

= Assimilation

= Reception in the US

= Health status

= Education and skills

= Impact on economy and ‘costs’

s English language learning

= Undocumented immigrants and public policy




Myth #1:
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Most immigrants come to the US for economic motives




Motives for Coming to the US:
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1. Family Reunification

2. Employment




Family Reunification
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Family reunification as a proportion of total
immigration, 1995-2001

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
(63.64) (64.92) (66.93) (72.56) (73.54) (68.62) (63.44)

Year (%)

O Family reunification (total) B Other immigration (total)

{Source: INS Statisiical Yearbook, 2001)

Source: McKay, MPI, 5/03
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Myth #2:

Contemporary immigrants to the US ‘don’t
assimilate’ as rapidly as immigrants who came
In the 1900’s




In the 1920’s
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46% of Italians and 33% of Poles who had emigrated
between 1899 and 1924 returned to their home
countries.




European-American Assimilation
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“For most European groups, the assimilation of the second
generation was partial. Indeed, the well-known studies of this
generation depict in general individuals whose lives were
profoundly affected by their ethnic origins, who mostly
resided in ethnic communities and exhibited in a variety of
ways thinking and behavior characteristic of the group, as
well as some degree of loyalty to it... It was only in the third,
and in some cases the fourth generations that the powerful
undercurrent of assimilartion came unmistakably to the
surface.”

Alba and Nee, 1997
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Myth #3:
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Americans do not welcome new immigrants/
Americans do welcome new immigrants




Pride in being “a nation of immigrants”
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