


2

Do you have colleagues, friends, or family mem-
bers who are interested in public affairs and are
thinking about going back to school? Do you
wish there was a program designed for mid-
career professionals that you could encourage
some of your colleagues or employees to consid-
er? Do you wish there was a master’s degree that
would acknowledge and complement past work
experience? Wish no longer. The Humphrey
Institute has an executive Master of Public Affairs
(EMPA) degree designed specifically for mid-
career professionals. 

The EMPA is a 30-credit program that can be
completed in one year of full-time study or can
be taken more slowly to accommodate those
who choose to study part-time. The flexible
degree builds on three required courses that
emphasize leadership and policy entrepreneur-
ship. The program offers a wide variety of con-
centrations and skill areas, allowing students to
tailor their studies. We understand that adult

learners have special needs and concerns and
appreciate the wealth of experience they bring to
the table.

The EMPA program is in its third year, and
we are eager to share the news with you.
Humphrey Institute alumni are our best source
of referrals. We encourage you to share informa-
tion about our mid-career program with your
colleagues, family members, and friends. 

Monthly information sessions for the EMPA
program will be held at the Humphrey Center in
the Freeman Commons (Room 205) on:

March 11, 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
April 18, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
May 15, 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.

For a flier to post or for more information,
please contact me, Karen Lokkesmoe, at 
(612) 625-2338 or klokkesmoe@hhh.umn.edu
or Michael Juarez at (612) 624-2909 or
mjuarez@hhh.umn.edu.
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Executive (master’s degree) 
recruiters wanted
By Karen Lokkesmoe, EMPA student

Greetings on behalf of
the student body at the
Humphrey Institute! This
is the first time many of
you have heard from me
as president of the Public
Affairs Student Association
(PASA). Since last April,
I’ve been fortunate to
work with several alumni,
and I think it’s fair to say

that we’ve had some success establishing a close
and long-lasting working relationship between
PASA and the Alumni Board.

Just as things seem to get going, it’s already time
to pass on the gavel to the new PASA president,
Scott Marshall. Scott will be the PASA representative
on the Alumni Board, along with Melisa Lopez, who
was selected as the PASA diversity liaison in last
December’s elections. Scott arrived at the
Humphrey Institute with a background in organiza-
tional communications, and he is fluent in

American Sign Language. His concentration is pub-
lic and non-profit management. Feel free to contact
Scott with any questions or concerns at 
smarshall@hhh.umn.edu.

In addition to introducing my successor, I
would like to announce a couple of upcoming
events. First up, remember the Humphrey spring
banquet (sometimes affectionately referred to as
“prom”)? For the first time ever (at least as far as I
know), the PASA Steering Committee would like to
extend an invitation to Humphrey alumni to attend
this year’s banquet. Reserve Saturday, May 11, 2002,
for this all-Humphrey community get-together.
Members of the PASA Steering Committee will be
selling tickets beginning at the end of April. Watch
for details and more information.

It’s been great getting to know many of you all
the past few months as PASA president and Alumni
Board representative. Soon May will arrive and I will
join you as a proud alum of the Humphrey Institute.
I look forward to getting to know many more of you
at the banquet in May and in the near future.

By Todd Anderson ’02

From the PASA president

Todd Anderson
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Alumni provided generous support for the Humphrey Institute
Alumni Tuition Grant Program during 2001, allowing the Institute to
offer financial aid awards ranging from $1,500 to $4,500 to ten stu-
dents. Students apply for the awards, and a committee of Humphrey
Institute alumni and faculty members makes the selections based
on academic achievement, community service, professional
promise, and financial need. 

Join us in congratulating the 2001 Alumni Tuition Grant winners!

Devandra Canchi, from Andhra Pradesh,
India, will complete his Master of Public
Policy program this spring with a concen-
tration in economic and community
development. After receiving a bachelor’s
degree in architecture, he was drawn to
public policy through his experiences col-
lecting data for an impact assessment of
an Indian slum-improvement project. He
intends to pursue a doctorate in develop-

mental economics and is particularly interested in developing
effective strategies and frameworks for addressing the complex
problems of poverty in India. 

Bryan Conrad joined the Master of Public
Policy program after earning his undergrad-
uate decree in political science from Ohio
Northern University. He is concentrating his
studies in public and nonprofit management
and is particularly interested in legislative
policy and decision-making processes. He is
a member of the Public Affairs Student
Association and his career goals including
becoming an elected official. 

Jodi Graham received her B.A. in social
work from the University of Northern
Iowa in 1997 and worked as a VISTA vol-
unteer with the Minnesota Housing
Partnership and as a VISTA leader and
professional staff person with Habitat for
Humanity. Pursuing a dual degree in pub-
lic policy and social work has strength-
ened her resolve to work for social justice
and the empowerment of oppressed peo-

ple. She also is a writer who hopes to be published one day. 

Jillian (Jill) Mazullo is finishing her
Master of Urban and Regional Planning
degree. She is co-editor of Planning
Minnesota (the local American Planning
Association newsletter) and wrote a fea-
ture story on new business parks for the
September 2001 issue of Planning maga-
zine. She received the American Institute
of Certified Planners (AICP) Planning
Student Award in 2001, and she is 

mother to Sophie (age 4) and Claudia (2 months).

Patricia Neema first came to the Institute
from Tanzania in 1995–96 as a Humphrey
Fellow. After completing an L.L.M. with the
University of Minnesota Law School, she
returned to the Humphrey Institute to pur-
sue a Master of Public Affairs degree with a
concentration in law, women, and public
affairs. She hopes to continue her work with
groups advocating for women’s and chil-
dren’s needs. 

Jill Peterson entered the Master of Public
Policy program after working for several
local non-profits. She received her under-
graduate degree from the University of
Minnesota Morris, where she majored in
Spanish and Latin American Area Studies.
She is interested in international health pol-
icy, and her area of concentration is women
and public policy. She interned with the
General Accounting Office (GAO) in Seattle

last summer and has accepted a full-time position with the GAO
starting this summer. 

Spiros Pina will complete his Master of
Public Policy degree this spring with a con-
centration in foreign policy and interna-
tional affairs. He is committed to working
to improve public institutions in this coun-
try and others and would like to work for a
U.S. agency, such as the State Department
or USAID, or an international organiza-
tion, such as the United Nations. His

achievements include competing in the Winter Olympic games in
1994 and 1998. 

Alumni Tuition Grant Program supports outstand-
ing students

Continues on page 4
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The only thing greater than the power of an individual striving
to make a difference is the power of many individuals working
together toward a common goal. That’s precisely what the University
of Minnesota Alumni Association (UMAA) is all about: alumni work-
ing to create lifelong connections to one another; advocating for
academic excellence; and building pride, spirit, and community.

With more than 50,000 members, the UMAA is able to have a
voice at the State Capitol and with the Board of Regents, be an advo-
cate for alumni, and enhance the educational opportunities for
today’s students. 

The benefits of UMAA membership include career advance-
ment and networking opportunities; the chance to mentor students;
a subscription to Minnesota magazine; access to U of M alumni
societies, chapters, and interest groups worldwide; and group travel
experiences. Members also receive discounts on everything from

career services and lifelong learning opportunities, to merchandise,
restaurants, and sporting events.

University of Minnesota Alumni 
Association: Connecting you for a lifetime

Join—it benefits you and the U!
For more information about the UMAA, as well as a com-
plete list of upcoming activities and an online member-
ship application, visit www.umaa.umn.edu. Information
and membership brochures also are available at the
McNamara Alumni Center, a welcoming center for alum-
ni and friends located at 200 Oak Street S.E. on the
Minneapolis campus. 

As part of the 100th anniversary celebration of Minnesota maga-
zine, visitors to the UMAA Web site can test their knowledge about
the University and its graduates by answering questions based on
content and photos that have appeared in the magazine over the
years. One question is posted on the Web site each week, and its

answer is posted the following week. All those who enter their
answers during the week are eligible for a prize. Alumni are encour-
aged to participate throughout the year by logging onto the alumni
association Web site at www.umn.edu/alumni/minnmag100.

Trivia quiz tests knowledge of U of M history

Charity Tatah Mentan Funfe of Cameroon
entered the Executive Master of Public
Affairs program after completing a stint as a
Humphrey Fellow during the 1999–2000
academic year. She holds a bachelor’s
degree and L.L.M. in law and has extensive
professional experience, most recently as a
research officer in Cameroon’s Ministry of
Agriculture. She is interested in human
rights, especially women’s rights, and hopes

to create an NGO that will serve as an umbrella organization for the
promotion and protection of the rights of women and children. 

Raju Varkey, from Kerala, India, came to
the Master of Public Policy program with a
Ph.D. in economics and more than 10 years
of teaching and research experience as a
lecturer in economics at S.H.College,
Thevara, India, B. M. College, Thrikkakara,
India, and as a market and trade analyst for
the Government of India Spices Board. His

areas of interest are economic reform, urbanization, international
trade, and public finance and policy. He hopes to continue his
teaching and research upon his return to India. 

Keiko Veasey is a second-year Master of
Public Policy student with an individually
designed concentration in advanced poli-
cy analysis focusing on environmental
management and policy. She has exten-
sive experience in public involvement
and citizen-input projects with the non-
profit Jefferson Center and seeks to inte-
grate this experience with resource man-
agement and analysis when she graduates
this spring.

If you are interesting in supporting students like these by 
contributing to the Alumni Tuition Grant Program, please contact
Kim Snyder, director of development, at (612) 625-3375.

Alumni Tuition Grant Program
Continued from page 3



Once upon a time at the Humphrey Institute there was a well-
organized staff person who methodically grouped Humphrey alum-
ni into logical areas of expertise. These alumni returned to the
Institute to discuss their career paths with interested students over a
bag lunch. Now that the Humphrey Institute’s Alumni Board has
taken over organizing these informal lunches, they’ve turned into
Brown Bag Grab Bags. 

The recipe for success: take three to five Humphrey alumni
from a variety of sectors/fields/policy areas, mix well with interested
students, season with brief bios, add free pop, and let student ques-
tions bubble to the surface. Thanks to everyone who has volun-
teered a lunch hour in the past few months to help students answer
the questions: “Where can I go with a Humphrey degree?”

Bill Blazer, senior vice president, Minnesota Chamber of Commerce

Matt Bower, grants administrator, City of Minneapolis

Peter Butler, management consultant, Minnesota Department of
Administration

Elizabeth Carlson, strategic planner and facilitator, Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources

Anne Carroll, consultant, Carroll Franck & Associates

Steven Clift, online strategist and public speaker, Minnesota E-
Democracy

Julie Harrold, admissions director, Humphrey Institute of Public
Affairs

Ed Hodder, economic analyst, Minnesota Department of Trade and
Economic Development

Kristi Lahti-Johnson, principal administrative assistant, Hennepin
County Human Services Administration

Tom Lehman, vice president for government relations, Minnesota
Hospital and Healthcare Partnership

Jim Mulder, executive director, Association of Minnesota Counties

Carole Murphy, social work supervisor, Hennepin County
Department of Children, Family, and Adult Services 

Jen Peterson, director of legislative affairs, Minnesota Department
of Commerce

Sam Schuth, program specialist, Corporation for National and
Community Service

Katie Shea, director of financial and management services,
Minnesota Department of Children, Families, and Learning

Dave VanHattum, projects administrator, Downtown Minneapolis
Transportation Management Organization

If you are willing to donate a lunch hour to share your work his-
tory with Humphrey students, please e-mail Karen Linner at
karenl@bamn.org or Denise McCabe, alumni relations assistant, at
(612) 625-6491 or e-mail dmccabe@hhh.umn.edu. If our pool of
interested alumni gets deep enough, one day we may even be able
to group them logically!

By Karen Linner ’94, Humphrey Institute Alumni Board member

Brown bag grab bag

By Karen Linner ’94, Humphrey Institute Alumni Board member

Student skills workshop update

Remember when you started your
first position after graduate school and
wondered, “I wish I would have learned
about (fill in the blank) at the Institute?”
For the past two academic years, the
Humphrey Institute Alumni Board and
the Public Affairs Student Association
have teamed up to sponsor five student
skills workshop where Humphrey alum-
ni spend a Saturday morning sharing
their expertise in an area of interest that
students may not be exposed to during
their coursework. Thanks to all of the
alumni who didn’t hesitate to come

back to visit the Institute and share such practical information
about …

Media Relations 101
Ron Clark, editorial page editor, Pioneer Press
Lynn Ingrid Nelson, communications director, Institute for Race
and Poverty
Sarah Stoesz, vice president of public affairs, Allina Health Systems

Lobbying 101
Gary Carlson, director of intergovernmental relations, Minnesota
League of Cities
Gary Botzek, partner, Capitol Connections
Tom Lehman, vice president for government relations, Minnesota
Hospital and Healthcare Partnership

Grant Writing 101
Jocelyn Ancheta, program officer, The McKnight Foundation
Karen Linner, research director, Builders Association of Minnesota

Community Organizing 101
Sheldon Mains, director of technical services, Minnesota Assistance
Project for Nonprofits
Jack Whitehurst, neighborhood specialist team leader,
Neighborhood Revitalization Project, City of Minneapolis

What skills do you have to share? Now that life’s taught you …
teach someone else. Call Denise McCabe, alumni association assis-
tant, at (612) 625-6491 or dmccabe@hhh.umn.edu to volunteer
yourself, a topic, or former classmates for future student skills work-
shops. The bagels, coffee, and parking are free, and we guarantee
that the questions will remind you why you came to the Humphrey
Institute in the first place!

Karen Linner
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During the week of April 8–12, Minnesota Public Radio (MPR)
news programming will focus on the state of transportation in
Minnesota. On April 11, MPR, the Minnesota Historical Society, and
the Humphrey Institute will bring 60 stakeholders from across the

state together to examine transportation issues and propose solu-
tions. Listen that week for special reports and a possible live broad-
cast from the Humphrey Institute.

Transportation to be the topic of April 11 summit

100% cotton T-shirts
Slate blue with a black emblem printed on the left chest.
$12 donation to PASA, plus $1.50 for shipping and handling.

❑ XL

❑ L

❑ M

❑ S

50/50 cotton/polyester heavyweight sweatshirt
Khaki with maroon emblem embroidered on the left chest.
$24 donation to PASA, plus $2.50 for shipping and handling.

❑ XL

❑ L

❑ M

❑ S

Name ________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City __________________State __________ Zip ____________
Amount enclosed  $ ____________________________________

Mail this order form and your check to PASA, 130 Humphrey
Center, 301 19th Avenue S., Minneapolis, MN 55455.

Assistant Professor Ken Kriz will leave the Institute at the end of
his current appointment in May to take up a position at the
University of Nebraska at Omaha. “Ken has achieved much in his

time at the Humphrey and will be sorely missed,” said Dean John
Brandl in a message to faculty, fellows, staff, and students.

Kriz leaving for Nebraska

To help raise money for the spring banquet and to respond to
considerable demand for Humphrey apparel, the Public Affairs
Student Association (PASA) is selling sweatshirts and T-shirts
with the HHH logo. Clip the order form below or contact Scott
Marshall at smarshall@hhh.umn.edu for more information.

Please indicate size and quantity below. Checks should be
made out to PASA.

Wear your heart on your sleeve!
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Dean’s search continues
to move forward

The search committee charged with recruiting candidates to
replace John Brandl as dean has engaged the executive search firm
Korn/Ferry International to help enhance the pool of prospective
candidates and provide professional staffing support to move the
search process forward. Committee members currently are
reviewing the credentials and application materials from a pool of
more than two-dozen highly qualified, international candidates.
The search committee will forward a short list of finalists to
Provost Robert Bruininks in early April.

Attention alumni: We
need your career leads
Humphrey students are looking for internships and
jobs in a challenging market. If you know of an
opportunity that might be a good fit for a
Humphrey student or graduate, please send the
information to Lynne Schuman, director of student
and career services, at (612) 626-9209 or lschu-
man@hhh.umn.edu. Alumni leads are one of our
best sources for jobs and internships, and the
Institute sincerely thanks the many alumni who
pass on career information, serve as mentors, and
help Humphrey students network professionally.
Your support is genuinely appreciated.



1980s
Alan Baumgarten (’80) has published
California Managed Care Review 2001, an
analysis of managed care trends and issues in
that state. Baumgarten is an independent
managed care analyst who publishes annual
market studies in California and seven other
states. He also provides research and consult-
ing on market competition and business
strategies to a variety of health care purchasers,
providers, and vendors.

Clare Gravon (’86) has joined the staff of the
Planned Parenthood Federation of America
(PPFA) as senior associate director of the
Affiliate Resources and Consulting Group
based in Chicago. She provides technical assis-
tance and serves as organizational liaison to 42
Planned Parenthood affiliates on the East
Coast. Prior to joining PPFA, Gravon provided
member services to 31 YWCAs in the Upper
Midwest for the YWCA of the U.S.A.

Rich Wiederhorn (’83) has been named direc-
tor of strategic and policy planning for the Port
of Oakland (Calif.). He is responsible for all
long-range planning for the Port’s maritime,
aviation, and commercial-industrial develop-
ment business. The Port of Oakland is the
nation’s fourth largest seaport and the ninth
busiest air cargo hub. Prior to this appoint-
ment, Wiederhorn was planning manager for
10 years and planning director for the Port of
San Francisco.

1990s
Anne Benson (’99) was awarded an Atlantic
Fellowship in Public Policy by the U.K. Foreign
and Commonwealth Office. From September
2000 until July 2001 Benson was based at the
University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne and con-
ducted research on “Lessons for Putting
Children First: Comparison of Child Support
Reforms in the United Kingdom and the
United States.”

Rob Hogg (’91) is a candidate for Iowa House
District 38, which covers southeast and north-
east Cedar Rapids. If elected, Hogg intends to
draw upon his experience as an attorney, envi-
ronmental advocate, and parent to continue
Iowa’s “great heritage of good land, family
farms, excellence in education, and strong
communities.” 

Javier La Fianza (’94) has been named vice
president of internal affairs for Crystal Stairs,
Inc. in Los Angeles, Calif., one of the largest,
nonprofit childcare development corporations
in the country. Prior to joining Crystal Stairs, La
Fianza was California/Pacific Cluster Director
for the Corporation for National Service.

Meghan Kelley Mohs (’99) is the administrative
coordinator for the Minnesota Association of

County Social Service Administrators, a net-
work of top administrators from human ser-
vice agencies in all 87 Minnesota counties.

Gail Morrison (’90) was elected to the Board of
Education for the Burnsville-Eagan-Savage
(Minn.) School District 191 in November 2001.
The former partnerships coordinator for the
school district, Morrison is a customized train-
ing coordinator for Inver Hills Community
College.

Gretchen Nicholls (’94), executive director of
the Center for Neighborhoods in Minneapolis,
was profiled in the Star Tribune in November
2001 in an article titled “Urban reformer shows
some flair.” A founding board member,
Nicholls became director of the center in 1998.

Jonathon Sage-Martinson (’98) began as exec-
utive director of North End Area Revitalization
(NEAR) in October 2001. NEAR works on com-
mercial and other development projects in the
Frogtown and North End areas of St. Paul. 

Avisia Whiteman (’99) married David
McKoskey in November 2001. Originally from
Faribault, Minn., Whiteman now lives in St.
Paul and works for the Department of
Children, Families, and Learning.

Rebecca Wolfgram (’99) wed Ryan Davis in
December 2001. She is employed by the Wilder
Foundation as a senior consultant.

Josh Zepnick (’98) ran in the primary for alder-
man in Milwaukee, Wis.’s 11th district.
Unfortunately, he did not prevail in the prima-
ry but continues to work for “a better stronger
Milwaukee.” Born and raised on the city’s
South Side, Zepnick is a freelance public policy
consultant focusing on community develop-
ment. 

2000s
Bernadine R. Joselyn (’01) was named program
director for the Grand Rapids, Minn.-based
Blandin Foundation in October 2001. In a
statement announcing Joselyn’s appointment,
Blandin Foundation President and CEO Paul
Olson said: “Bernadine’s unique background
and knowledge will help us increase our work
in convening and public policy. We are pleased
to have her on our staff and look forward to her
contributions to many of our efforts.”

Prior to joining the Blandin Foundation,
Joselyn spent 15 years in foreign affairs and
international philanthropy. She was a Foreign
Service officer with the U.S. State Department
in Washington, D.C., India, and Russia. She
also held senior management positions with
the Washington, D.C.-based International
Research and Exchanges Board and served as
the Moscow-based regional director of the
Eurasia Foundation.

Sarah Lynch (’01) is spending a year in St.
Petersburg, Russia, teaching English and com-
puter skills to young people with the Center for
Citizen Initiative, a nonprofit based in San
Francisco. Lynch’s goal is to provide young
women with job skills and prevent them from
entering the world of prostitution and traffick-
ing.

Do you have personal or

professional news to share?

E-mail Julie C. Lund at

jlund@hhh.umn.edu to keep

your classmates up to date. 
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Upcoming Events
April 15
Congressman Martin Olav Sabo will give the inaugural address in the Martin
Olav Sabo Lecture Series, “A Vision for Public Service,” Monday, April 15, from 11
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the Cowles Auditorium. The series honors the public ser-
vice career of the Minnesota Fifth District Congressman and commemorates
the tenth anniversary of the Humphrey Institute’s State and Local Policy. RSVPs
are requested but not required. Contact Janice Young at (612) 626-0347 or
jyoung@hhh.umn.edu. 

April 16
The Freeman Center for International Economic policy will bring Stefanie
Lenway and Tom Murtha, associate professors at the University’s Carlson School
of Management, to speak on the race for supremacy in the flat panel display
industry from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Room 170 of the Humphrey Center.

April 19
A legislative session wrap-up is the program for the next Policy Forum Breakfast
Club, 7:30–9 a.m., Friday, April 19, at the Nicollet Island Inn, 95 Merriam Street
in Minneapolis.

A complimentary breakfast is available at 7:30 a.m., with the program beginning at
7:45 a.m. Although there is no charge for this event, but seating is limited and reser-
vations are required. For further information, contact Ellen Tveit at( 612) 625-8330.

April 23 and 29
The Humphrey Institute Policy Forum and the Minnesota League of
Conservation Voters will cosponsor gubernatorial candidate debates on conser-
vation and the environment April 23 and 29 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in Cowles
Auditorium. The events are free and open to the public.

April 25
“Winds of War, Winds of Change: Politics and Policy in a Post-September 11
World” is the theme of the Humphrey Institute Policy Forum’s spring confer-
ence. Guest speakers include Andrew Kohut, director of the Pew Research
Center for People and the Press, Ceci Connolly, national politics reporter for the
Washington Post, and Robin Wright, foreign affairs correspondent for the Los
Angeles Times.

April 30
Paul Glewwe, associate professor of applied economics, will talk about global-
ization and the people of Vietnam from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Room 170 of the
Humphrey Center. Glewwe’s talk is sponsored by the Freeman Center for
International Economic Policy.


